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ESS 5.3.0 (April 2018)

Key Features:

• Support for Spectrum Scale 5.0.0

• More than 32 subblocks per block

• Faster file system rebalancing

Deployment improvements (menu driven deployment)

Software:

- Spectrum Scale 5.0.0

- RH 7.3
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ESS 5.3.1 (June 2018)

Key Features:

• Support Flash and Disk tiered storage on the same ESS node. 

GHxy: (x= # of Flash enclosures, y= # of Disk enclosures)

GH12 1-Flash enclosure, 2-Disk enclosures (ESS 5.3.1.1)

GH14 1-Flash enclosure, 4-Disk enclosures

GH24 2-Flash enclosure, 4-Disk enclosures

• No longer need to upgrade existing building setup when integrating new building block (but highly 

recommended you do).

• mmvdisk: An integrated CLI for GNR.  It provides a unified framework for:
• GNR configuration 

• ESS building block recognition 

• Recovery group creation

• User vdisk NSD sizing and creation

• File system creation

Software:

• Spectrum Scale 5.0.1

• RH 7.4



IBM SystemsIBM Confidential5

ESS 5.3.1.1 (Aug 2018)

Key Features:

• Integrated Protocol Node Management. New Protocol Node MTM allows delivery of preinstalled and 

configured Protocol Nodes.

• Introduction of 5148-22L protocol node (orderable as standalone or with a new ESS order)

• Full support for SMB, NFS, Object protocols
• Up to 16 protocol nodes when SMB is enabled

• Up to 32 protocol nodes when SMB is disabled and NFS/OBJ are used

• OS/OFED/drivers/kernel/system/netmgr/IPR management by xCAT on the EMS

• 5.0.1.2 Scale located in /root out of mfg

• Integrated GUI panels for protocol nodes (including HW rack locations, monitoring, performance 

statistics, and all CES protocol panels)

• Max connections and performance measurements consistent with stated numbers in Spectrum 

Scale FAQ and Knowledge Center

• Integrated procedures for install/node add combining ESS scripts and Install Toolkit

• Automated cesSharedRoot creation according to best practices

• File Audit Logging is currently not supported in clusters including an ESS – coming soon
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Support Matrix for online ESS upgrade
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Roadmap
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Roadmap line items subject to change without notice 

▪ Concurrent capacity upgrade by 

adding additional storage 

enclosures - mmvdisk (Flash/Disk)

▪ IBM Spectrum Scale V5.0.2

▪ New Ultra High-Density Storage 

with 12G SAS

▪ RHEL 7.5

▪ Enhancements to install and 

upgrade

▪ Further Protocol Node management 

integration enhancements (FAL)

▪ Next Generation ESS

▪ Enhanced Power9 Server 

▪ High speed NVMe storage

▪ Flexible expansion points per storage 

enclosure 

▪ Enhanced Linux Functionality (RHEL 8.x)

▪ Further enhancement to concurrent 

capacity upgrade (hybrid/new models)

▪ IBM Spectrum Scale V5.0.3

▪ Disk refresh

▪ Simplified service procedure for disk 

replacement

▪ enhanced messages and documentation


